WHAT’S ON –JULY AUGUST 2019
18 May – 4 August

Becoming Modern: Australian Women Artists
1920 – 1950
From the Gallery’s collection
Ballarat Art Gallery

Thursday 4 July
6.30 – 8.30

Keep Australia out of US wars:
Time for our independence
Meeting Room 1, Trades Hall
IPAN (Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network)

27 June – 2020
10.00 - 5.00
Closed Saturdays

Wayward Women
Old Treasury Building
20 Spring St Melbourne
In partnership with Public Record Office

7 July – 14 July

NAIDOC WEEK 2019-06-20
For general info: https://www.naidoc.org.au
Artworks Exhibition: Voice. Treaty. Truth.
Let’s work together for a shared future
Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church
110 Grey St East Melbourne
Mon – Sat: 10 – 4pm

Tuesday 6 August

Hiroshima Day
Commemorating the 8.15am atomic bombing of
Hiroshima. Never again!

Wednesday 21 August
10.30 – 12.30

UAW Organising Committee meeting
2nd floor meeting room Ross House

KEEPING AUSTRALIA OUT OF U.S. WARS.

Anne Sgro

My heart sank at the recent news, shown briefly on the ABC (23/6), then disappearing from
sight, that secret planning has begun for a new port at Glyde Point, 40 kilometres north-east of
Darwin’s existing port – a deep water commercial port that could accommodate visiting US
Marines. It would be less busy, less visible and could accommodate large amphibious warships.
Recently a $40 million road was constructed to Gunn Point, near Glyde Point – purportedly to
improve access to fishing areas. Sounds fishy to me and nothing more has been heard of the
issue to my knowledge. Alarm bells are well and truly ringing. There are 2,500 US Marines
stationed in Darwin under the Force Posture Agreement. Another, quieter deep water port
(given that the main Port has been leased to China for 99 years) indicates to me that it will be
used against China in the Pacific as part of the US power struggle with that major power. And
let’s not forget Pine Gap, under American control, and a major intelligence station for the US,
making Australia a prime target should hostilities eventuate or escalate.
I am also in a state of anxiety about the US escalation of hostilities with Iran and Trump’s onagain/off-again threats of attack. The Japanese owners of one of the tankers recently targeted
are no way convinced that the attack emanated from Iran. Why wouldn’t the Iranians shoot
down a drone that they declared was in the airspace? Caution is being thrown to the winds.
America is taking pressure off domestic issues, determined to crush Iran, keep favour with its
allies Israel and Saudi Arabia, and maintain control of the oil. What will Australia’s role be, if
any? Suggestions are being made that Australia should support the US and our own oil interests
by acting as an escort to ensure tankers get through. That is a short step away from being
embroiled once again in a disastrous war in the Middle East. The current Gulf crisis is America’s
problem and Australia should keep right out of it.
I would like Australia to pursue an independent foreign policy based on peaceful solutions to
conflict. The UAW supports IPAN, the Independent and Peaceful Australia Network. We will be
writing to the Prime Minister to tell him.

APPEAL TO SHADOW MINISTER ON ASYLUM SEEKERS

Anne Sgro

The UAW has written to the Shadow Minister for Home Affairs, Senator Kristina Kenneally,
congratulating her on her position, for facing up to the belligerent Minister, and hoping that you
will raise your voice for compassion and humanity on the question of asylum seekers.
We urge you to maintain your support for the Medevac laws.
And we ask that you support refugee children. Minister Dutton, on a recent Insiders program,
stated that there are no children in detention. That is not true. There are 5 children currently held
at MITA detention centre in Melbourne. The Sri Lankan family from Biloela, Queensland, should
be returned to the Queensland home where their community supports them. Those two small
children have been held for 16 months – unconscionable.
And, as a letter in today’s Age states, there are 287 children in detention in the Australian
community left by our government without means of support.
We ask you to continue to speak out for decency and humanity. And ask that you support the
requests of the Grandmothers Against the Detention of Asylum Seeker Children… (see June
Newsletter)

-2-

WOMEN HELPING TO MAKE OUR WORLD A BETTER PLACE.

Carmen Green

It seems like we have never had more to worry about than in the present. Issues like the climate
catastrophy; draconian treatment of refugees around the world particularly in Australia;
appallingly high rates of domestic violence with one woman a week murdered by her partner or
former partner & untold psychological damage to the children of those relationships; the hate
speech championed by Israel Folau and taken up by Conservative Christians; housing
affordability & homelessness; the raids on journalists working for News Corp and the ABC in
relation to leaked top secret government information and the appalling state of our defamation
laws that impose some of the highest penalties in the world and increasing wealth inequality
are just some of these issues.
Since the Federal election some of my friends are stressing that in the midst of all this gloom, we
also need to focus on some of the people that inspire us. One of these is the current
government in New Zealand led by the wonderful Jacinda Ardern . As Ross Gittens said in his
article (the AGE, 19 June) “Making Happiness Count” “While we’ve just had a budget promising
what seems like the world’s biggest tax cut, the Kiwis have just had what may be the world’s
first “wellbeing budget.” Further Gittens says:” that if our aspirations to happiness revolve
around more money in general and less tax in particular our cousins in NZ want a radical
different type of happiness. They wanted good health services, child wellbeing and a good
environment with rivers and lakes they can swim in and housing for all. The NZ Treasury believes
that there is more to wellbeing than just a healthy economy”. Despite the wonderful initiatives
in the NZ wellbeing budget, it still forecasts surpluses and reduction in public debt. According to
PM Ardern, the wellbeing budget “shows that you can be both economically responsible and
kind.” In addition to this while Australia ranks only 21st on the Reporters Without Borders World
Press Freedom list, New Zealand is number 8!
Another inspiring woman leader is Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo, a Democrat who has
done amazingly things in Rhode Island which is the smallest state in the US. When she went
there in 2015, Rhode Island was economically disadvantaged. It is now above average –
unemployment has decreased from 6.7% to 3.8%.-the lowest rate in 30 years. She stopped the
closure of public libraries, improved the State’s education system, relieved graduates from any
Rhode Island student loans as long as they stayed in the State for 4 years after graduating and
she made Rhode Island the first state poised to bring computer science into every public school
by raising taxes Her best investment in long term economic prosperity was guaranteeing that
every pre-school child can attend all-day kindergarten. Not surprisingly, she won a majority in
the last election.
And to conclude, an amazing woman in a totally different field is Ash Barty the extraordinary
young Australian tennis player from Ipswich who has inspired young women sportspeople all
around the world. She’s number 1 in the world yet incredibly modest about her achievements
and totally calm.
I’m sure that you can all think of dozens of other women and men who inspire us by the work
that they do to make our world a better place.
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WOMEN’S SPORT -POPULARITY INCREASES BUT NOT THEIR PAY

Cath Morrison

The popularity of top level women's sports is on the rise and more than half of Australians
follow women's sports. Nicole Seekamp, professional basketballer has just played in a WNBL
grand final. She also represents her country and has even won a gold medal at the
Commonwealth Games. Sam Kerr has become a household name since showing her amazing
skill playing for the Matildas. Neither earn anywhere near as much as the men playing in their
sport.
While becoming an elite athlete is a remarkable achievement it doesn't always come with a big
pay packet for women. In many sports there are big gaps in the amount that men and women
get paid. Some have already managed to lower the pay gap -like tennis where men and women
receive the same prize money at all major tournaments- and Cricket Australia which pays both
men and women the same hourly base rate. Not so in soccer or football where in the W League,
(soccer) the minimum salary a player can earn this season is $12,200 whereas in the A League
for men over 20 it's over $64,000. AFL players earn around $370,000 on average. While average
AFLW players earns just $9,700. In basketball, big gaps also remain the norm.
The recent FIFA Women’s World Cup provides a stark illustration of the exploitation of skilled
female athletes in the elite soccer arena.
#OUR GOAL IS NOW is a campaign for increased prize money for women players at the FIFA
Women’s World Cup. As their campaign website says: At the 2019 FIFA Women's World Cup in
France, 24 teams will compete for US$30m in prize money. The 2018 Men’s World Cup total prize
money was US$400m.(over ten times more)
For merely qualifying, the Socceroos pocketed $8 million, while the Matildas, if they make the
knockout stages as most expect, will receive just $1 million. Staggeringly, if the Matildas went
on to win the entire tournament, they would receive prize money totalling only $4 million, half
what the Socceroos earned for not winning a game at all. ( Kate O'Halloran, researcher at the
Institute of Health and Sport at Victoria University, and a former Victorian cricketer)
It's a unique situation facing a team searching for World Cup glory: the prospect of a looming
legal stoush with their sport's governing body FIFA. In this, however, the Matildas are hardly
alone. Three months ago, the 28 members of the US team filed a gender discrimination lawsuit
against their own member federation (US Soccer).
After no meaningful response from FIFA to protests, Ada Hegerberg of Norway- arguably the
world's best player (and 2018 Ballon d'Or winner)- is sitting out the World Cup tournament,
having quit her national team in 2017 in protest against gender pay inequity in football.
It is truly shocking that FIFA's two top executives are paid more than the winning team of the
2019 Women's World Cup will be. (Kate O’Halloran, ABC News June 18).
The #OUR GOAL IS NOW Campaign deserves the support of all women on equity grounds alone
and not just those who enjoy watching women elite athletes compete at the highest level in
their sport.
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GOOD READS
This month readers get more Good Reads. Welcome to member Heather O’Connor, from
Bermagui, who will join Anne Sgro and others in reviewing and recommending books that she
thinks are worthwhile. She recently wrote to us “I love getting my newsletter… I love the book
reviews! I am so aware of how much time you put into the UAW on behalf of us all, so if it is ever
of any help, I am attaching a few reviews I have done recently for our local community paper, the
Triangle (covering Tilba, Bermagui, Cobargo area).
Many of us are always on the look-out for new books, or interested to know what others think
of something that we have read. The reviews make riveting reading and we will give you a few at
a time.

NO FRIEND BUT THE MOUNTAINS: WRITINGS FROM MANUS PRISON. Behrouz Boochani
reviewed by Heather O’Connor

It is hard to know where to start with this, except to say if there was ever a book that should be
compulsory reading (especially for politicians) it is this one. It has recently won the Victorian
prizes for Literature and for Non-fiction, and it is easy to see why. The book was produced over 5
years from within the Manus detention centre, relayed to his translator by mobile phone
texting.
The author is a Kurd, for whom there is “no friend but the mountain’ in the struggle for
recognition and control over home land. He is a poet, a journalist and social scientist, and is still
languishing on Manus after five years detention following his “illegal” journey by boat from
Indonesia. The description of that journey is a stand-alone must read. I thought I had a fair
knowledge about refugees and asylum seekers, including those in detention, but there is
information here that truly shocked me. Of greater importance was the stark realization that the
systematic dehumanizing of the men on Manus is being done in our names and without any
account of human rights conventions to which we are partner. Four hundred men, forced to
stand in line to wait their turn for food, medical treatment, access to phones, in heat that defies
description. Denied the right to play cards, to have access to writing materials, witnessing selfharm on an almost daily basis.
For such an horrific and tragic story to be told with such beautiful writing and poetry makes the
reading of this book even more memorable.
This is more than a descriptive exercise (which would have been of tremendous value in its own
right). This is a gift to literature, to the Kurdish tradition of poetry, to the academic pursuit of
truth and understanding. It is an analysis of imprisonment and the sacrifice of one group of
people in the name of “border security” and national interest. If you only read one book this
year, make this the one – and talk about it to your friends and neighbours – and of greater
importance, to your local MP.
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CITY OF TREES: ESSAYS ON LIFE, DEATH AND THE NEED FOR A FOREST: SOPHIE
CUNNINGHAM
reviewed by Anne Sgro
Sophie Cunningham takes up many issues in her essays but at base is the natural environment, a
sense of justice, and above all, a love of trees. She walks, she observes, she contemplates, she
wonders and reports. And she is deeply moving.
She shifts between the United States and Australia, with a little foray elsewhere. She explores
homelessness and dispossession in San Francisco while referring also to Native Americans and
Indigenous Australians; she describes marriage to her partner in Brooklyn well before the
campaign for marriage equality began in earnest in Australia; she visits the low lying lands
around Florida, the hurricanes and their results, the flood prone lands of the south and the
history of the Everglades, with the Trump administration’s determination to weaken rules
intended to protect wetlands, forests and national parks.
She writes of the creeks that once ran through the centre of Melbourne and which are still
underground ,a the changes to the Yarra by early settlers that enabled ships to enter further
upstream and allowed a crossing where the Queen St bridge is now, but that also enabled
brackish water to move upstream and spoil the fresh water.
She writes of the Giant Sequoias of California, describing their majesty with awe and respect; of
the Moreton Bay Fig tree in the Carlton Gardens – a meeting place for Indigenous people living
in the city, particularly in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. There is an ode to olive trees in Puglia, Italy
and an essay devoted to the Eucalypt.
She observes the often wanton destruction of the natural world. She describes Horseshoe crabs,
found on Brooklyn’s beaches, which can live for decades but which are now disappearing. We
know that there are hundreds of wild foxes in Australia’s cities, but destruction of habitat in
America means that coyotes are also becoming urbanized, as are bears and other animals as
their lands are restricted or become unviable. Pesticides: “It’s estimated that there are 421
million fewer birds in Europe in 2009 than there had been in 1980…” Half the bees in Europe are
close to extinction. And in case Australians feel complacent, we have the highest rate of
extinction of mammals and reptiles in the world.
On a contradictory note, she decries the destruction that increasing tourism is wreaking all over
the world – whether in cities like Barcelona and Venice, or in national parks like the Grand
Canyon, where visitors want to go the extra yard for the unique experience – while continuing to
travel herself.
One of the saddest essays was imagining the loneliness of Melbourne zoo’s first elephant, which
died 1903, and the role of zoos.
Trees are central to this book of essays, but it is about much more. Intelligent and moving, these
essays are wide-ranging and deal with loss, grief but also celebration, hope and love. I thought
that they were terrific.
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WINNING FOR WOMEN: A PERSONAL STORY, Iola Mathews reviewed by Cath Morrison
This book certainly fits well under the banner of “Good Reads”. I really enjoyed this very
personal story of a woman who was at the forefront of the time of immense change for working
women. I enjoyed the coincidences I discovered- Iola and I both lived in the outer suburbs of
Croydon in the ‘70s, as did Joan Kirner. We had an interest in ERA, a very small very alternative
school in Donvale which was considered most avant garde at the time and where I sent my son.
I had a difficult year at home with a new baby after 10 years enjoying my career. Iola’s story of
her time as a stay-at-home mother, isolated and battling depression while taking a career break
from The Age to have her two children, will resonate with every woman who has ‘been there’,
as many of us have. I could certainly relate to this part of the book.
Remember that child care was almost entirely absent from the scene and parental leave just a
dream. Iola’s difficulties were compounded by the absence from home of her husband Race, at
the time Gough Whitlam’s Chief of Staff, and at the beginning of his stellar political career. Race
nevertheless was also a great supporter of equal rights for women and of Iola’s right to have a
career.
Iola Mathews has written an intensely honest insider story of her work: her time as a journalist
at The Age, as an advocate for women at the ACTU and as a foundation member of WEL since a
phone call from Bea Faust in 1972 asking her to a meeting in Carlton at Bea’s house. As Iola
says: That’s when I became a feminist. Her decade long involvement with WEL lasted until she
took up a position at the ACTU where she was a leading advocate for women workers during the
Accord with the Hawke Keating Government.
The book is, at another level, a history of the second wave of feminism in Australia – a time of
great reforms for working women, including affirmative action, equal pay, superannuation, child
care and parental leave. Iola Mathews was at the forefront battling for these reforms through
WEL and specially at the ACTU where she won landmark cases on parental leave and wage
justice for women workers.
As Sally McManus notes: Iola’s story shows...the best qualities of the union movement –people
working to make life better for each other and to pursue equality and fairness.
Her book serves as a sobering reminder that while women have further to go to obtain equality ,
we have certainly made enormous gains since the 1970s.
HONOURING A LATE UAW MEMBER- BETTE BOYANTON OAM
The late Bette Boyanton OAM, who died in 2003, has been honored by a Street being named
after her in Denman Prospect, a new suburb of the Nation’s Capital, Canberra.
In Canberra, Street names in new suburbs are themed, and the theme in Denman Prospect,
which is named for Lady Denman; wife of a governor general; who officiated at the naming of
Canberra is ‘’Activism and Reform’’.
The information below is the entry in the Australian Capital Territory Schedule of Public Place Names
(Denman Prospect) Determination 2017.

NAME ORIGIN SIGNIFICANCE
Boyanton Street , Bette June Boyanton OAm (Betty Richards (1921-2003)
Social activist;community service; writer
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cont. p.8

Bette Boyanton joined the Communist Party of Australia as a young woman and took part in the
party's youth wing, the Eureka Youth League. She was a strong advocate after the Second World
War for women's issues and social change and successfully organised a ‘grass roots’ campaign to
establish an infant welfare centre in Pakenham, Victoria. Boyanton was a member of the Union
of Australian Women and the Women’s Electoral Lobby and a founding member of the Victorian
and Australian Neighbourhood House Movement. In the late 1970s she helped establish the
Warragul Neighbourhood House (now Warragul Community House), the first women’s learning
centre in rural Victoria. Boyanton wrote Reflections and recollections: poems of past present
and future (1991) and A woman's heart: poems of compassion (1994). She was awarded the
Medal of the Order of Australia in 1995. The story of her life is told in Cups with no Handles:
Memoir of a Grassroots Activist by Carolyn Landon (2008).
(Thanks to her daughter UAW member Gina Boyanton for alerting us to this)
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