WHAT’S ON - SEPTEMBER 2018

State of the Union

24 July – 28 October

Artists’ relationship to political engagement
through the labour movement and trade
unions.
Ian Potter Museum of Art
University of Melbourne, Swanston St.
Any tram to University stop.

Wednesday 19 September
10.30 – 12.30

UAW Organising Committee meeting
2nd floor meeting room Ross House

OCTOBER 2018

UAW
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 24 October
10.30 – 12.30
Housing for Older Women.
Ross House 247 Flinders Lane 4th floor
(Details October Newsletter
Put the date in your diary!)
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“TALK, SING AND SHOUT IT – PEACE” *
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Anne Sgro

Moreland City Council re-affirmed its commitment to human rights and social justice at the
beginning of the 22nd oration in honour of Doris and Maurice Blackburn in early August. The speaker
was Judy Slatyer, CEO, Australian Red Cross speaking about The Humanitarian Impact of War. It was
at times difficult to comprehend an adherence to ‘laws of war’ in relation to destruction and death,
but there was interesting and awful information. As a result of conflicts around the world
 65 million people have been displaced
 27 million children are missing school
 12 million people in Syria are displaced internally or outside the country.
These are appalling statistics that represent lives and opportunities lost or placed in total jeopardy.
Other critical issues noted are that the protection of medical and humanitarian personnel and
facilities is increasingly under attack and being disregarded. The last two years have seen 1200
attacks against health workers worldwide. Hospitals are being deliberately targeted. Over the last
century, over half of all conflicts have been fought in cities but with weapons designed for open
warfare. It is a trend that will continue. Nuclear weapons are an existential threat – we all remember
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but what of the impact on indigenous people at Maralinga or the effects of
British testing off the West Australian coast, often without warning? Many nuclear weapons states
are currently modernizing their weapons.
Red Cross is also looking into the future because the nature of war is fundamentally changing. How
will robotics change the face of war? “Can the principles of humanity be made by machines?” Slatyer
asked. Conflict in outer space is a question of ‘when’ not ‘if’. What sort of cyber law can be
established? What will be the humanitarian impacts of war then? I recently heard a Trump official
talking about the exploration of space, which the US aims to control and dominate in military terms.
The future looked disturbing.
According to Slatyer, the laws of war are designed to protect civilians. An interesting point she made
was that the Geneva Conventions still matter today to people who are in or near conflict zones but
according to a recent survey not to countries like Australia which are more accepting of civilian
casualties – a whacking 80% of those surveyed; and 23% of Australians thought that torture was
acceptable in some cases. Why did that shock me? We are far removed from the violence and have
little sympathy for those who suffer it. What have we become as a nation?
Red Cross needs to ‘not take sides’ but Australian Red Cross supported ICAN in its campaign to have
a UN Treaty on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weapons – Australia has refused to sign it and
the government has churlishly refused to acknowledge that ICAN won the Nobel Peace Prize for its
work.
A major focus for Red Cross seemed to be to minimize the impact of war and conflict. My over-riding
question was: what about peace? Do we have to just get used to wars and violence? Well, no. For
Australians, at least, war is a choice made by government. The Australian parliament doesn’t even
vote on whether we participate. We have been ‘joined at the hip’ to the US for too long, supporting
dictators, bringing violence to people far from our shores. We are expanding the armaments
industry to profit from death and destruction. Australia has increased military sales to Saudi Arabia
by $2 billion – 69% of Yemeni’s people, possibly the main recipients of the weapons, now need
humanitarian or protection assistance.
Now, more than ever, we need to be an independent power, seek peaceful solutions, and, as a
people, make our voices heard. Can we do it?
*The quote comes from a poem by Doris Blackburn, “Peace” that was set to music for Adela’s Choir.
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Doris Blackburn: campaigner for peace and social justice
Marilyn Blizzard-Moore
The Maurice Blackburn Oration is held either annually or biannually to honour the work of Maurice
and Doris Blackburn. It is delivered by an invited speaker on a sociological, historical or cultural
topic. Over the years, judges, legal academics, politicians, Aboriginal, human rights, feminist and
Timorese activists, as well as historians have delivered the orations.
The introduction to this year’s oration by Judith Slayer on the Humanitarian Impact of War (see Page
2) was given by Dr Carolyn Rasmussen who had delivered the 1991 fifth oration titled Maurice
Blackburn-the man and the legend. This time she also focused on his wife Doris, the second woman
to be elected to the House of Representatives, in recognition of the centenary anniversary of their
strong World War 1 anti-conscription stance.
Both Doris and Maurice were grandchildren of Victorian pioneers, had Middle Class genteel
upbringings but experienced family financial hardship. They were soulmates with shared values and
principles, committed to social justice, peace, and were compassionate towards the underprivileged.
They were said to be the consciences of the Labor Party.
Described as a slight, shortish woman, Doris was articulate, an accomplished artist and poet and in
1935 designed the couple’s double storey brick house on Coonan’s Hill overlooking Moonee Ponds
Creek. As well as bringing up three children, (her fourth died at 13 months) and being a peace
activist and Fascism opponent, she was a civil libertarian, pre school educationist, indigenous rights
activist and supporter, penal reformer, temperance advocate and women's activist. Her causes
ranged over local, state and federal government levels and extended into the international.
Mrs Blackburn was the President of the Council for Civil Liberties in 1948 and 1950-55. She was
involved in the free kindergarten movement, the Victorian Playgrounds Association, and the
Citizens' Education Fellows including the editorship of their 1920s monthly magazine. In the 1950s
following her second election defeat in the new federal seat of Wills (due to the loss of half of her
support base with the change to Bourke’s original boundaries), she co-founded the Aborigines
Advancement League and the Federal Council for the Advancement of Aborigines and Torres Strait
Islanders 1957-8, being its President in 1960 as well as helping Pastor Doug Nichols to establish am
Aboriginal girls Northcote hostel. She was a member of the Howard League for Penal Reform and its
President in 1950 as well as the Women's Prison Council member. Her support for temperance was
demonstrated by her membership of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. She was a long
time women's activist, joining the Women’s Political Association in 1911 and working as the 1913
campaign Secretary for Vida Goldstein. She combined her support for women and peace in being a
founding member of the Sisterhood of International Peace which became the Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom of which she was President in 1928-30 and 1946-60
and its European representative for a year. Doris was also foundation member of the Australian
Peace Council in 1950.
In Federal parliament, as an Independent Labor member representing Bourke, which included
Coburg, she made an impressive, noteworthy maiden speech full of conviction and mostly voted in
support of the Labor party, which she had left in 1938. Interaction with and advocacy on behalf of
her constituents was important to her. Doris’s 1947 parliamentary salary increase was donated to
her needy constituents.
Contd. on p.5
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A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH – Melbourne Writers’ Festival 2018.
Carmen Green
Last Saturday- 25th August - I was once again reminded of what a fractured and polarised society
we now live in –not only in Australia but around the world. I was in Federation Square to attend
the Melbourne Writers’ Festival for 2018 with this years’ promising theme of “A Matter of Life
and Death”. The festival theme invites writers and audiences to consider their own mortality
and how to live a good life.
During a break for lunch I went outside and was astonished and alarmed by the number of fully
armed police in every section of Federation Square. Closer to Swanston Street, I realised that
there were hundreds of men (and some women) standing around with T shirts & banners
supporting “March for Men” signs and showing the image of a man holding a baby with one
hand and a toddler with the other ( a sight I’ve rarely seen in real life). Amazingly, the men
present believe that they are victims of women’s rights! Another protest was close by –this one
was called “Stand up for equality”. I wasn’t sure whether the counter protest actually helped the
cause of women’s rights or whether it just drew more attention to the March for Men activity.
Later in the festival, I attended a lecture by David Neiwert called “The Fifth Estate”. David is an
American journalist, author and acknowledged expert in American right-wing extremism and he
spoke about journalism, media and politics in the context of the alt-right in Trump’s America. He
was interviewed by Sally Warhoft.
Disturbingly, he started off by saying that the men’s rights demonstration in Federation Square
made him feel right at home and that when he spoke to some of the demonstrators, they
shared the same views as some of the Alt Right in the United States. The alt right he said is
beyond fact or logic in the opinions they hold which are based on prejudice, conspiracy theories
and alternative facts. They share a profound distrust of authorities. Their driving force is a deep
antagonism to multiculturalism and liberalism and they believe that being American is being
white.
Convergence of several factors in America has empowered these groups particularly the
internet and the rise of Donald Trump. The members look back to the past which they see as a
golden era and are mainly middle age & elderly. David said that it was hard to estimate their
numbers in America but probably hundreds of thousands and potentially millions. Their
demonstrations invariably turn into riots and their views are shared by 24 million Americans
who don’t however participate in their activities.
David said that immigration is the number one issue for radicalisation in the US and elsewhere.
He admires Australia’s gun laws and said that we are fortunate not to have a NRA here as in the
US they prevent any change to their gun laws. He was critical of Turnbull and Dutton’s attacks
on so-called Sudanese gangs in Australia and said that as in the US immigration is a prominent
issue here and has been so for a very long time. He mentioned politicians such as Pauline
Hanson.
Disturbingly he believes that Australia is only 3 or 4 years behind the US in terms of racism. He
said the Men’s Rights rally in Federation Square was a version of the misogynist men’s rights
groups in the US and said that while we don’t have Donald Trump we do have Bob Katter.
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Donald Trump has empowered the far right in the US by giving them a leader. They see him as a
leader for tearing down the old system and destroying democracy. Trump’s constant attacks on
liberals and democracy help the far right in their fight for an authoritarian state. Trump’s voting
base is the white working class –Trump sees himself as a warrior on behalf of whites.
David said that the left in the US was too dismissive of Trump’s campaign for the presidency but
that their inability to see what was happening wasn’t the cause of Trump’s win. He said that
Trump won because of Fox news which encourages half of US citizens to hate the other half. He
reminded us that we have Sky news in Australia and that we have a media problem in Australia
too because of the power of the Murdoch press. He believes all democratic institutions are
under attack.
Interestingly in the Age for Monday 27th August, Kevin Rudd had an excellent article “A cancer at
the heart of Australian democracy” in which he said that there are many factors for the
instability in Australian politics. However he said that the greatest cancer on our democracy was
Rupert Murdoch who operates “not just as a news outfit… but as a political party, pursuing
commercial interests as well as his far right world view…. In Australia as in America, Murdoch
has campaigned for decades in support of tax cuts for the rich, killing climate change action and
destroying anything approximating multiculturalism.”
David Neiwert fears most the rise of authoritarian leaders which is happening in the US, in Europe,
China, Russia, the Philippines and in many other countries. He asked how can Australia ever trust the
US again?
In conclusion, in an article on the Festival theme, David was asked to consider its meaning for him.
This is an extract from what he said: “… when we choose to only see other people as objects we
profoundly harm our ties to them and the world. A whole life lived well requires that we nurture the
second way, to see others as whole Thous. Fascists and right wing authoritarians have given
themselves over to I—It; those of us who choose to confront them must do so empowered by the IThou.”

“Alt-America- the rise of the radical right in the age of Trump – the story of the remarkable
resurgence of right wing extremists in the US.” By David Neiwert.

Doris Blackburn: campaigner for peace and social justice

Contd. from p.3

She presented a coherent program centred on women's rights, family support, child care, education,
housing welfare, civil rights, and opposition to the testing and use of guided missiles. Not a limelight
or power seeker, she was a good organiser and meeting chair.
The generations born after Doris Blackburn’s passing seem to be largely unaware of her
achievements and the noteworthy example she set. Carolyn Rasmussen is writing a Blackburn
biography, to remind us of the Blackburn legacy and “hard won lessons”, which we should
“reappraise and reapply to the problems we face today.” It is due for publication in early 2019.
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Anne Sgro

Southern Branch had its final meeting and a celebration of 68 years of activism on Saturday 18
August. There was a warm and welcoming atmosphere at the Chelsea community meeting place
with excellent catering by Amy and Mairi. Anne Sgro gave a brief history of the UAW with particular
emphasis on women from the Southern Group and their campaigns for kindergartens, libraries,
meeting places, meals on wheels, bus services, and citizen participation. Mention was made of Nola
Barber, first female councilor and female mayor of Chelsea, of the wonderful campaigner Molly
Hadfield, of Mairi Neil, recently declared Citizen of the Year for Kingston, Carol Stals, historian
activist in her local area. It was acknowledged that many of our members were considerably
involved in their communities in a number of ways and several, like Barbara Barling, have been
participating for many years. The Branch presented a certificate to Anne, representing the
considerable funds of $1,230.00 that will be passed on to the UAW office. Amy was presented with
flowers and wine in recognition and thanks for having been the main co-ordinator for the past many
years. We paid tribute to terrific activists, to the difference that they made, and to friendships.

#KidsOffNauru
At time of writing, 117 children remain trapped on Nauru. Many of them have been robbed of their
child hood and increasing numbers are facing such despair that they no longer wish to live. I had
never heard of Resignation Syndrome and am horrified that my country has reduced children to
refusing food, medication, drink, and any interest in living. They will be forever scarred. How can we
tolerate this being done to children?
The UAW supports the #KidsOffNauru campaign. It was to begin Monday 20 August with the aim of
having all children off Nauru by Universal Children’s Day, November 20 2018. I am angry that
mention of it was pushed aside by the upheaval in the federal government that led to change of
leadership by the Coalition and that was initiated and fuelled by ego, hatred and revenge. Over
50,000 people have signed the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre on-line petition to remove all
children and their families. Recently returned health professionals are speaking out, and indicating
that all the children need medical care that they cannot receive on Manus. The role of Australian
Border Force in actively blocking medical transfers is truly appalling. What have we become as a
nation?
The UAW is writing to the new Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. As citizens and
voters we have a voice and we have power. Let’s use it.
Please contact your Member of Parliament. It is urgent!
Insist that we stop this deliberate and shameful cruelty. Insist on an end to offshore detention.

Rose Stone. Many older members will perhaps know that Rose, in her mid-90s, has been unwell,
has moved from her flat, and has new accommodation. Her daughter, Janey, reports that Rose is
relatively stable though declining and, while she does welcome and enjoy visits, she can become
tired quite quickly. Friends can contact Rose through Janey: jstone@vtown.com.au
A big cheerio to you Rose. We are thinking of you!
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Cath Morrison

I’ve just read a great piece of research on gender stereotyping by a group called Our Watch ( End
Violence against Women and their Children) with a Board of Directors headed by Natasha Stott
Despoja AM and Dame Quentin Bryce among the many high profile patrons. The research findings
in their publication: Challenging gender stereotypes in the early years: the power of parents, are
both simple yet compelling. Gender stereotyping does indeed begin at home with the parents (and
grandparents?) and it can be challenged and changed once parents are aware of the power of their
language and attitudes. (The report is on their website: www.ourwatch.org.au)
Our Watch states they are committed to an” evidence-informed and evidence-building approach to
prevention of violence against women and their children. We strive to continuously evaluate and
improve our work, contributing to the research on what works to shift the social norms, practices
and structures that drive violence.
Research on gender stereotyping fits within this overall goal- it is gender stereotypes which lead to
violence against women. Our Watch describes one of the central myths about violence against
women as : The belief that men and women have different roles or characteristics (whether in
relationships or society in general) is known as gender stereotyping. International studies have
shown time and again that belief in such stereotypes is one of the most significant predictors of
violence. That is, individuals who hold such beliefs are more likely to perpetrate violence against
women, and countries where gender stereotyping is more accepted have higher levels of violence
against women. We know that in societies where men and women are more equal in their
relationships, and where they are not expected to play different roles based on their sex, violence is
less common. (https://www.ourwatch.org.au/Understanding-Violence/Myths-about-violence.)
The Survey of parents of 0-3 year olds in 2017 found that most parents were keen to reduce
gendered expectations of their children and thought that boys and girls should be treated the same
way. The survey also found that inadvertently or in subtle ways parents reinforce gender and
differential treatment of boys and girls every day at home.
For example: The survey showed that parents of young girls were more comfortable with the idea of
them engaging in masculine-typed play, such as playing with trucks, whereas parents of young boys
had lower levels of comfort in regard to their sons’ participation in feminine-typed play, such as
playing with dolls. Furthermore, more mothers were comfortable with the idea of their child acting
in opposition to gender stereotypes than fathers, for example, more mothers than fathers were
comfortable with the idea of their young sons crying when feeling sad.
The survey also revealed that the majority of parents now want both parents to be involved in child
rearing unlike in the past when women did most of the care. This shifting of gender roles provides
an opportunity and an important role for government, workplaces, media and others to play in
helping to support these aspirations, by enabling parents to practice and promote greater equality
in their child rearing. Parents need support to create and model an environment for their children
that promotes gender equality and gives children the freedom to be themselves.
Once parents realise that their behaviours are not treating children equally, they will be able to
change. Then ‘Mummy’s little man’ and ‘Daddy’s Princess’ stereotypes can give way to more
realistic and equal models of gender with profound results for society.
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