WHAT’S ON - NOVEMBER 2018
Wednesday 21 November
10.30 – 12.30

UAW Organising Committee meeting
2nd floor meeting room Ross House

Sunday 25 November

UN International Day for the Elimination of
Violence Against Women. Theme for 2018: “Leave
No-one Behind – End Violence Against Women
and Girls”

Sunday 25 November to
Monday 10 December

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based
Violence

Vale Rose Stone.
Long time UAW member Rose died peacefully 23 October aged 96. Rose was an active,
vibrant woman with positive energy and determination.
A celebration of her life will be held on;
Wednesday 14 November
1.00pm

Kadimah Jewish Cultural Centre
7 Selwyn St Elsternwick.

DECEMBER PUB LUNCH
Wednesday 5 December
12 noon

UAW Pub Lunch
Royal Oak Hotel
444 Nicholson St North Fitzroy
96 tram from Bourke St. Stop 18

Join us for an end of year get-together
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HOUSING ISSUES FOR OLDER WOMEN-AGM SPEAKER

November 2018

Report by Anne Sgro

Fiona York, Executive Officer of HAAG (Housing for the Aged Action Group) was guest
speaker at the AGM, 24 October. She acknowledged the connection between HAAG and
the UAW, and the contribution of a number of our members.
HAAG now receives considerable funding for its work, which can be a two-edged sword,
creating certain obligations while it maintains its activism. They now employ 20 staff. 60%
of those seeking assistance are older women.
Fiona pointed out that the whole premise of Australia’s aged care system, home care
packages, keeping people in their own homes as long as possible assumes home
ownership. There is a stereotype of older people as home owners, taking up space and
excluding younger people and families from the housing market. This is increasingly not
true – older people are less likely to own their own home and more likely to be living in
insecure housing.
There have been significant increases in older people homelessness over the last five years.
While the increase is 12 per cent for all age groups, the increase for older people,
particularly women, is much higher:




29 percent increase in people 55 and over
47 per cent increase in people 65 – 74
56 per cent increase in older women 65 – 74. This is the biggest cohort and it is
increasing.

More people are living in private rental, retiring with a mortgage or being forced to rely on
friends and family for a place to live. Most women who seek assistance from HAAG are
from private rentals, are on a low income as a result of violence or broken years of work
due to caring responsibilities and therefore inadequate superannuation and are couch
surfing, relying on family and friends.
“If you’re a woman, aged over 65, on a fixed income, then you are at risk of
homelessness.” In Victoria there are 12,000 older people living in private rental and 83% of
them are paying unaffordable amounts of rent. 54% are paying more than half their income
on rent, some of those who contact HAAG for assistance are paying 80 – 90% on rent.
Australia does not have a housing shortage but it does have an affordable housing
shortage. Social and public housing is a priority for older people in Victoria with housing
universally designed for ageing in place. With public housing, tenants pay 25% of their
income and can stay ‘forever’. With community or social housing they pay 30% of income
but can’t necessarily stay.
Currently there are nine public housing estates being sold off in a Public-Private
arrangement. But will green space be lost? Some, 10%, are earmarked for public housing
but this is just 1,100 dwellings. Amazing inner city land, close to transport and services, is
being given to private developers. It can never again be used for public development. A
number of community organisations are working together in a Hands Off Public Housing
campaign. It is well documented that once people are housed many health issues are
resolved.
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There is not enough public housing. Despite huge and growing waiting lists, over the last 20
years there has been a steady decline in government investment in public housing. The
national campaign Everybody’s Home is calling for a national strategy to build 500,000 new
low cost homes. Infrastructure Victoria last year recommended that 50,000 new
government-owned and operated dwellings were needed to cope with the existing
demand.
HAAG was pleased with Daniel Andrews’ recent announcement that 1,000 new public
housing properties will be built over four years but it will not meet the need nor will it be
targeted to older people. Victoria is now the only remaining State in Australia directly
building public housing
Consumer Affairs provides HAAG with funding to provide retirement housing advice to
people living in Independent Living Units, caravan parks and residential parks. HAAG also
advocates on behalf of residents The legislation is messy and there are often problems
dealing with the manager. They have helped form Resident Committees. They have
partnered with COTA to establish an Ombudsman, simplify contracts so that they are easily
understood, urge training for managers and check on unfair fees.
Fiona noted the work that HAAG is doing with CALD communities. There are small groups
without secure housing. Italians and Greeks, post war migrants, mainly own their own
homes. Later migrants include grandparents who came to care for children, are on visas,
often in insecure housing perhaps because of family disagreement. She mentioned the
increasing prevalence of elder abuse relating to finances and housing. People are being
scammed out of their assets by their children. Yet no party has a policy on elder abuse .She
also noted that information is increasingly moving online and that the system for aged care
and homelessness is confusing and hard to navigate. HAAG provides specialist, face-to-face
support and outreach.
In answer to questions, Fiona noted that 80% of market rent is not affordable. While most
of their clients are paying 60 – 80%, many women are under 65 and surviving on Newstart.
In response to a question about a vacant house tax, as exists in England, she stated that
empty houses are privately owned and HAAG does not support going in to private rental.
What models are there for housing older women? There are a couple of models of housing
co-operatives where renting is possible. She suggested that superannuation funds could
invest more in different models.
She suggested that Australia should be looking to Europe. Finland has removed all
emergency housing and refuges and has turned them into permanent housing: the Housing
First Model.
A member pointed out that Australia has no federal Ministry for Housing. We need to lobby
on the issue.
Another member raised the question of Fisherman’s Bend, which was rezoned under the
previous Coalition government by then Planning Minister Matthew Guy, enabling property
developers to gain huge windfalls. There were allegations of corruption and benefitting
mates.
Cont.p4
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There was also little place for public spaces such as parks, infrastructure or
transport. That was an ideal opportunity for government to lead the way but it was totally
lost. The same may be said for the sale of Pentridge by the Kennett government – an
opportunity for affordable, sustainable housing was probably not even considered.
The future is grim for many older women. Their organisations need to come up with ideas
for action and for models. Housing is a fundamental right and it is disgraceful that in a
wealthy society there are so many who are without that basic security.

ABORTION IN AUSTRALIA –BATTLES WON AND BATTLES STILL TO BE FOUGHT

by Cath

Morrison
Many young Australian women do not realise that their legal "right to choose" is recent, and remains
an issue of fierce political dispute. Most recently Queensland became the latest state to remove
abortion from the criminal code. Only in NSW does abortion remain a crime under the criminal code
unless performed to prevent serious harm to a woman’s physical or mental health, although in South
Australia access is restricted.
ACCESS TO ABORTION SERVICES IS CRITICAL.
Removal from the criminal code is important but providing access to abortion services is critical. In an
article discussing abortion reform in Queensland,
Cairns GP Dr Heather McNamee says that
Queensland Health also will need to step up and open public abortion services in every hospital to
ensure equitable access for all women. As she points out: ...until these services are up and running,
accessing abortion in Queensland will still be dictated by postcode and budget — whereby if you live in
metropolitan Brisbane and have a decent job you can access private, expensive clinics; but if you live
regionally or remotely and are struggling financially, access is so difficult that many give up and have a
baby they hadn’t planned or wished to have and are under-resourced to offer the best chance in life to.
And women in later gestation will still have to travel to NSW or even Victoria for termination services,
which adds to the stress, cost and complication of the situation. The issue of access applies equally to
those States where abortion is legal. Recently in Tasmania, as reported in earlier Newsletters, after
the closure of the State’s only abortion clinic in Hobart, women were having to travel interstate to
access abortion services. It is estimated 80,000 Australian women annually terminate a pregnancy. A
law that is so widely and routinely disobeyed is — by any definition — an ineffective law and
completely out of step with reality. Worse, it also puts women's health and lives at risk, especially if
they live in rural and remote areas where timely terminations are notoriously hard to access.
But the abortion debate, and the push to decriminalise it, is also about the place of women in society,
Leslie Cannold says:This is a ground-zero feminist battle, because if we cannot control our bodies, we
control nothing. That's why [anti-abortion groups] focus on this issue … they believe that the place of
women is barefoot and pregnant in the home. And the way that you ensure that is … you deny
[women] the capacity to control their fertility, and you stigmatise and degrade them when they seek to
do so.
There is a strong link between abortion availability and the campaign against family violence. Pregnant
women in violent relationships are being further victimised by laws that criminalise abortion in some
parts of Australia, doctors and health experts say.
Cont.p.5
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White Ribbon have identified that access to legal and affordable abortion is an important part of
women's safety and although embroiled in some controversy about their approach to Queensland
Laws, finally reaffirmed their position as supportive of reproductive rights on October 19, 2018.
A group like White Ribbon identifying the lack of access to safe, legal abortion as another aspect of
violence against women sent a shudder through social conservatives. Many religious groups would like
to undo the laws passed in the last 15 years to take abortion from the criminal code in Victoria,
Tasmania and the ACT.
As Jane Caro puts it: to force a woman to carry a pregnancy to term and then give birth to a child
against her will is to literally colonise her body. Women are not just portals through which otheR
human beings enter the world. Women in Australia must campaign to help our sisters in NSW
change the law and must remain vigilant to protect the hard-won abortion rights in other States.

KIDS OFF NAURU

Anne Sgro

During the campaign for the Wentworth by-election there seemed to be some progress made
about removing all children and their families from incarceration on Nauru. It was a major part
of Kerryn Phelp’s platform and resonated with the voters in that seat.
Prime Minister Morrison indicated that some children have been quietly brought to Australia for
medical treatment so that approximately 50 remain (now 40 at time of writing). He also seemed
open to acceptance of New Zealand’s offer to take 150 refugees a year. Since the election, which
the Coalition lost, and despite the Opposition preparing to agree to certain provisions, the PM is
now prevaricating. Former PM, Tony Abbott has gone so far as to state that Nauru is actually a
nice place to be.
And what of Labor? The RN Drive interview with Shadow Minister Shayne Neumann, 1
November, made me totally despair. He refused to answer questions, prevaricated, was
aggressive and not truthful. He did admit that Labor would maintain offshore detention.
Medecins Sans Frontiers say that 100 families are still at risk on Nauru and hundreds of men are
trapped on Manus. Will the children brought here be allowed to stay? Doesn’t seem so.
The UAW wrote to the PM in October, following the removal of Medecins Sans Frontiers from
the island:
The Union of Australian Women has written many times to your government opposing the
detention of asylum seekers, particularly children, on Nauru. Many of them, after 5 years of
detention, are suffering psychological and other physical damage that is taking a serious toll on
their health. Numerous successful appeals to the courts have been necessary to force Australian
authorities to bring seriously ill people to Australia for desperately needed medical treatment
that is not available to them on that island.
Cont p.6
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cont

The Nauru government has also acted to prevent asylum seekers from leaving to access help. It is
with great concern that we now learn that authorities on Nauru have informed the
internationally recognized NGO Medecins sans Frontieres that their services are no longer
needed – services that supported asylum seekers and local people. This is another terrible blow
to vulnerable and suffering people who are there because Australia sent them there. It is another
example of the abuse of human rights that has occurred under Australian watch.
We ask that your government intervene, find a humane solution to the problem that we have
created, and end the torture and trauma for asylum seekers on Nauru. How can we tolerate the
fact that children have lost the will to live? As an organisation, we would prefer that they be
brought here, but a humane and decent solution must be found, and quickly. We look forward to
your response.
We have also written to Bill Shorten:
This(trauma to children) is happening under Australia’s watch. Australia sent them there. We, as
a government and people, are responsible. Surely it is not beyond us as human beings to act with
humanity and decency and to find a resolution to this dreadful situation?
We urge the Opposition to show humanity. Your policies are marginally better than those of the
government, but they are not good enough. What are your intentions? We look forward to your
response.
We do believe that continued pressure is needed. We know that many ALP MPs want change of
policy. Several Liberals have spoken out. But continued contact with local members is always a
reminder that we are watching and want action for change and humanity.

So, members, pick up the phone or send that email/letter. End offshore detention, bring them
here, let them stay!

THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S REGISTER

by Cath Morrison

Former Governor General Quentin Bryce, when re-launching the Australian Women’s Register
on the 13 October 2009 highlighted the words of Adrienne Rich, American poet and feminist,
‘Whatever is unnamed, undepicted in images, whatever is omitted from biography, censored in
collections of letters, whatever is misnamed as something else, made difficult-to-come-by,
whatever is buried in the memory by the collapse of meaning under an inadequate or lying
language – this will become, not merely unspoken, but unspeakable.’
And it is to ensure that women’s history is not “buried in the memory” that the Australian
Women’s Register (AWR) was established by the Australian Women’s Archives Project with
assistance from NFAW particularly in obtaining funding by way of grants. The University of
Melbourne also provides great support to the AWR.
Cont p.7
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AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S REGISTER cont.

The searchable-on-line Australian Women's Register is a growing source of biographical data
about Australian women and their organisations, with hyper-links to the archival repositories
and libraries where their records are held and to other sources of information. Cont p7
The AWR is an easily used and invaluable record of where historic women’s history resource
material (such as the archives of the UAW (Vic) are held in public or private hands to ensure
their accessibility into the future.
It also links to the Encyclopedia of Women and Leadership in 20th Century Australia with
fabulous articles on suffragists and the suffrage movement amongst many other themes. I use
the AWR frequently and recommend it to anyone interested in Australian feminist history
(http://www.womenaustralia.info/index.html)

DEFENDING THE ABC – NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

BY Anne Sgro

During the past five years there have been increasingly aggressive government attacks on the
ABC. The threat to public broadcasting in this country becomes more real and virulent
practically by the day.
There have been huge cuts to funding, with 1,000 fewer employed now than four years ago.
There have been so-called ‘efficiency reviews’. Commercial media does not like the ABC
protesting that a government funded broadcaster is unfair competition.
One Nation’s Pauline Hanson doesn’t like it either, probably as a result of the ABC’s reporting of
the internal ructions within her party; she insisted on changes to legislation in return for
supporting the weakening of media laws.
The UAW wrote to Communications Minister Mitch Fifield back in June, following the vote of
the Federal Liberal Council to sell off the ABC – he replied, tetchily, that were no plans to do so
and that the government is not bound by the decisions of the peak Federal body of the Liberal
Party. But not one of the Ministers or government members present at that meeting spoke in
support of the national broadcaster.
One of the 75 objectives of the IPA (Institute of Public Affairs) is to privatise SBS and sell off the
ABC. Who are IPA’s members? According to ABC Friends member Markus May, who spoke
recently at the Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church, Scott Morrison, Josh Frydenburg,
Mattias Cormann, Simon Birmingham, Michaelia Cash and 17 more .What a line-up! This is a
huge over-representation of government.
There has been direct interference in appointments to the ABC Board. This became obvious
after the sacking of Director Michelle Guthrie and the subsequent resignation of Chairman
Milne. Kevin Rudd had set up an independent nomination channel – Fifield has ignored it.
According to Markus, almost all the Board members have been appointed without its
participation.
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