WHAT’S ON- OCTOBER 2017

Wednesday 4 October
10.30 – 12.30

UAW Organising Committee
2nd floor meeting room, Ross House

Thursday 5 October*
1.00 – 3.00

UAW Book Group
2nd floor meeting room Ross House
*NB: 1st week of month

Sunday 8 October
2.00 – 4.00

RALLY FOR REFUGEES –
BRING THEM HERE
State Library Victoria
Cnr Swanston and LaTrobe Sts, City
(Refugee Action Collective)

Thursday 12 October

Ross House Open Day
Celebrating 30 years of community organisation
and activism
UAW office will be open 10.30 – 1.30

Tuesday 24 October
UAW AGM
th
10.30 – 12.30
4 floor Ross House
Speaker: Mary Crooks
Executive Director
Victorian Women’s Trust
Speaks about
The #LetsBreakThrough Campaign
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ACTION NEEDED TO COUNTER AN INEFFECTIVE PM

Anne Sgro

I seem to be in a state of perpetual rage these days. Here are some of the issues that set
me off.
MARRIAGE EQUALITY
I have sent off my ballot/survey re marriage equality, but in an absolute rage at having to
do so. Why should we be judging other people in our community for who they are? Why
should we be voting on their human rights? It is intolerable. Carmen Green said it all in
the September Newsletter (P4), but the level of abuse and attack is high, as activists
predicted, and it does no good for Malcolm Turnbull to primly say that he and Lucy will
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be voting ‘yes’ and request respectful debate. He set the climate for hate and bigotry to be
widespread through his cowardice and unwillingness to challenge the right in his party and just
legislate. So I guess we have to keep talking about it and supporting the LGBTI community and
our family and friends for a YES vote.
What has been positive has been the reaction of not just high profile corporate companies (it’s
probably in their best interests) but the AFL and other bodies. A UAW member was delighted to
see the cast of the Australian Ballet’s Alice in Wonderland come on stage at the end of a
performance with balloons and a YES banner. And Geelong Regional Libraries has made a terrific
statement supporting a Yes vote. They base their charter on the UNESCO Manifesto on Public
Libraries. “Inclusiveness, fairness, compassion and respect are values we believe in emphatically
and we support marriage equality because it is consistent with these values.” (in the Manifesto)

REFUGEES: “COMING TO A T INTERSECTION”.
Well done, Liberal MP Russell Broadbent, for speaking out so strongly about the unacceptability
of Australia’s treatment of asylum seekers (Sunday Age 24.9.17). Outspoken in the past, he has
added his voice now to Labor MPs like Andrew Giles. With a small number of refugees accepted
so far for the US, and with the planned closure of Manus going ahead with no plans for the men
there, action is needed. A Prime Minister who once said that “One child in detention is one child
too many” needs to hear strong voices from the community. It is interesting that Broadbent
believes that it is women who will be at the forefront of demanding humanity. With other
grandmothers, I have now spent 2 years every Tuesday at a vigil in Coburg. Like other UAW
members, I have written and phoned politicians. Now we need another burst of action. As
Broadbent recommends – send letters to Malcolm Turnbull. Let’s flood his office.

AT WHAT COST?* The cost of stopping the boats
A study by Save the Children and UNICEF has calculated that stopping the boats has cost the
Australian taxpayer more than $9.6 billion since 2013, and will cost another $5.7 billion over the
next four years. It estimates the cost of keeping around 2,000 asylum seekers and refugees on
Manus Island and Nauru at $400,000 per person compared to $33,000 for those on bridging visas in
the Australian community. Billions of dollars to detain and mistreat people who sought our help!
Think what could have been done with that money.
The 80 page report calls on the Turnbull government to commit to a timeline for resettling those on
Manus and Nauru, legislate against the detention of children, and revoke the ban on resettling
refugees who arrived in Indonesia after July 2014.
Pressing the case for a regional protection framework, it also recommends an increase in Australia’s
refugee intake and the phasing out of turning back the boats.
The costs don’t include defending legal challenges and paying compensation to those already
damaged by their incarceration and treatment - $70 million the latest payout. No doubt in an effort
to prevent specifics of maltreatment and the actual conditions of detention from being made public.
And, of course, this is the financial cost – nothing to do with the physical and psychological costs to
detainees.(From an article by Michael Gordon, Sydney Morning Herald, 13.9.17
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY
A man who once supported an emissions trading scheme supports the continuation of coal.
Malcolm Turnbull has tried talking tough to power companies, demanding that old, inefficient coal
fired plants have their life extended, and that power companies write to ripped off customers
explaining how to get cheaper energy. The genie has been let out of the bottle in the privatization of
power. Market forces look out for profit not provision of service. Technology is rapidly changing our
energy realty, with quicker results for those who can afford solar panels and batteries, for example.
But resorting to coal is not going to work – in terms of our obligations with the Paris agreement, in
terms of investing into the future of renewable energy, and just plain common sense.
MARINE NATIONAL PARKS
The system of marine national parks that was declared by the Gillard government in 2012, one of
the best in the world, is under attack under the government of a man who once spoke of agility and
excellence. The draft management plans released by the government effectively gut that system.
To quote Tim Winton, the government is proposing “a nihilistic act of vandalism: 40 million hectares
of sanctuary will be ripped from the estate. That’s like revoking every second national park on land.
Under its new plan 38 out of 44 marine parks will be open to trawling, gill-netting and longlining, 33
will be open to mining, and 42 exposed to the construction of pipelines” (Sunday Age 17.9.17). 16
marine parks will have no sanctuary at all.

WHITE POPPIES FOR PEACE
UAW member Amy Duncan attended the recent IPAN* national conference in Melbourne, and she
brought back some white, crocheted poppies. We are more accustomed to red poppies, in
remembrance of soldiers who have died in war, a reflection of the poppies that flowered in the
Flanders countryside. But white poppies were worn following WW1 to campaign for peace and to
promote cooperation and nonviolent resolution of conflict.
We need them more than ever.
Amy thought the conference a great success. It was attended by a wide range of organisations: faith
organisations, peace groups, community organisations, unions, academics, journalists and workers.
The call was for Australia’s independence from US led wars, for an independent Australian foreign
policy and removing Australia from US led wars. The conference reflected growing concerns with
Australia’s subservience to US global military agendas and the dangers of hosting US bases and the
drones program.
For a full report, check the IPAN website: www.ipan.org.au
*Independent and Peaceful Australia Network
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Cath Morrison

An international advocate for a UBI, Rutger Bregman, was here for the Writers Festival in Melbourne
speaking about his book Utopia for Realists; and how we can get there. He was interviewed
extensively in the media about his vision of a new world without inequality, achieved largely through
introduction of a UBI and a shorter working week. This media coverage has sparked a renewed
interest in the notion of a UBI. The UAW Newsletter has been covering this issue for some years, and
whilst not yet mainstream, UBI has gained recent support from a number of commentators including
Eva Cox, amongst other feminists, who support it particularly for its positive impact on women and
society in general.
Cox argues that: Reducing financial poverty is a band aid that fails to address systemic flaws. We need
reforms that address both the inadequacy of victim blaming models and far fewer secure paid jobs
due to technology changes and need to reduce environmental damage. A future with less emphasis
on paid work and trade as the main forms of income requires sources of communal income. This could
create a fairer society that recognises women’s unpaid work, community needs and many other ways
of contributing to social and material wellbeing. It would allow for cutting paid work hours to leave
more time for care and creativity.
Petra Bueskens from The University of Melbourne says that women should not need access to a
husband to avoid poverty. Single mothers and their children make up the bulk of those under the
poverty line in the western world. She says that: UBI has been gaining traction in recent years as a
utopian alternative to the punitive, stigmatising and declining welfare state in neo-liberal societies.
....For women as mothers, however, the UBI opens up the possibility of a hitherto unseen equality that
includes freedom from dependence on a male wage (Conversation 24/2/2017)
Surprisingly ,although UBI sounds like some idealistic, new left wing idea, the reality is it has long had
support in neoliberal economics. Richard Nixon nearly introduced a UBI when he was the US
president and Milton Friedman was an early supporter. Many on the left are suspicious of UBI, and
fear that instead of UBI being used as a supplement to other forms of service provision, it would be
used to replace them. Such concerns mean the design and implementation of a scheme – the politics
– are as important as the economics. The benefits of putting a floor beneath earnings so that no one
falls into poverty seem obvious – but the inevitable question is, can we afford it?
A recent two-day workshop on UBI at Melbourne University was presented with modelling that
suggests we can. At the workshop, John Quiggin, economics professor at UQ , described the
implementation of a UBI in Australia as “challenging but possible”. Quiggin calculated the cost at
between 5-10% of GDP, and he rejected outright earlier claims by the Labor MP Andrew Leigh that
the cost would reach 23% of GDP. The consensus at the Melbourne workshop was that the current
welfare system is broken. With inequality demonstrably increasing, automation in the labour market
likely to keep downward pressure on wages and a growing problem of reduced home ownership
among young people adding to intergenerational inequality, it seems reasonable to suggest
something has to change. Something big. UBI presents itself as a way to totally reimagine the nation’s
approach to social security and address the structural inequities that are making Australia a less fair
society (Guardian 8/9)
As Rutger Bregman concludes in his terrific book arguing for a UBI: Remember: those who called
for the abolition of slavery, suffrage for women and for same sex marriage (he is a Dutch citizen)
were branded lunatics. Until history proved them right.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017
During 2017 the UAW focussed primarily on seeking humane treatment of asylum seekers and
refugees, and on peace, with particular emphasis on limiting weapons of war and refusing
involvement in American conflicts.
We have sought to combat disbelief at the inhumanity and recklessness of our leaders by
having a voice for reason and care.
We are concerned at the increasing inequality in our society, in terms of gender and wealth
distribution, and by government attacks on wages and conditions, and the lack of support for
those most in need. We have been heartened by the actions of the Andrews Government in
Victoria on many issues.
Coffee with a Focus:
 Wilma Marmur, COTA: Consumer Directed Aged Care
AGM Tuesday 22 November 2016
 Claire Saxby, author: History, Gender and the Power of Stories
IWD Wednesday 22 March 2017
Letter writing/lobbying/campaigning:
This year our attention has been overwhelmingly placed on asylum seekers and refugees,
world peace, armaments and nuclear weapons.
 Letters have gone to the Prime Minister, Minister for Immigration, Opposition Leader
and Shadow Minister requesting change of policy, humanity and adherence to UN
agreements. They have been followed up with telephone calls
 We have lobbied for Australian participation in negotiations for a treaty to prohibit
nuclear weapons, and for the Treaty to be signed. We have expressed alarm and
disapproval at the burgeoning Australian arms industry and dealings with countries
like Saudi Arabia. We have called for non-involvement in US wars.
 On the positive side, we were delighted at the election of Sally McManus as first
female Secretary of the ACTU, and supported her stand on unjust laws.
The UAW sponsored the IPAN Peace Conference, endorsed refugee rallies, and signed an
Eminent Persons Statement supporting Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
As an organisation we signed on to many GetUp actions.
Membership
Member numbers have remained steady – 168, though some memberships are overdue.
Many thanks to Cath Morrison for her work in maintaining the membership database and
accurate membership records.
We have been saddened by the deaths of members Mary Owen and Margaret Lloyd. They
were good women and we miss them.
Donations:
Grateful thanks to members who make donations, large and small. Your generous support is
always welcome, is greatly appreciated, and helps us keep membership fees low. MinuteMan
Press prints our Newsletter each month without charge which is of great benefit to our
organisation.
Southern Branch , organised by Vice-President Amy Duncan concluded 2016 with a terrific
Brunch for Peace at the beach at Mordialloc. Regular meetings have not been held in 2017.
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Newsletter and Website
The Newsletter is a main focus of our contact with members, and we are justly proud of it.
Articles have covered a range of topics and there have been considered opinion pieces and
contributions from a number of our members. Thanks to the writers, including Carmen Green
and Cath Morrison who also does the formatting and emails the Newsletter out to 100
members; to Fran Mackieson for organising the print mail-outs; and to Troy and Michael of
MinuteMan Press who continue to print the Newsletter at no cost to the UAW. Cath is also
responsible for the UAW website (uaw.org.au) and updates it each month. The website
receives around 250 unique visitors a month. The Newsletter is also accessible to members
through the website homepage and we now have a Renewal Form for membership on the
website,
The Book Group continues to meet monthly on Thursday afternoons . New members are
welcome.
UAW-Seniors’ Network has decided, after the death of Mary Owen, to no longer meet.
Pub Lunches have been well attended – they give us a great opportunity to get together,
discuss issues of concern and enjoy our friendships.
Outings. We organised a visit to the Bendigo Art Gallery, and plan further excursions later this
year.
Apron Strings and Atom Bombs DVD is available in the office to purchase.
Left-Wing Ladies: The Union of Australian Women in Victoria 1950-2012 is also available.
Affiliation and Co-operation:
The UAW continues to have representation on, work with and support other groups: Equality
Rights Alliance and National Council of Women Victoria – Carmen Green; Victorian Women’s
Trust; Women’s Health Victoria; WCTU; League of Women Voters; Emily’s List; International
Alliance of Women, the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre. Jenny Stewart has been the UAW
representative on the Ross House Committee.
A number of our members are active in local Grandmothers’, residents’ and other groups.
Organising Committee and Conclusion:
We have continued to concentrate on the activities that we do well, but recognise the
limitations of a relatively small group of activists. We will continue to share tasks, and we
welcome participation from UAW members in whatever capacity. Many thanks to all
members of the Organising Committee, and particularly to our Treasurer Patrizia Archivio.
Anne Sgro (President)
Amy Duncan (Vice-President)
Cath Morrison (Secretary)
Patrizia Archivio (Treasurer)
Carmen Green
Fran Mackieson
Jenny Stewart
Thanks to all who contribute to the success of our functions and activities. We urge members
to use the power of writing and telephoning in having a voice and an influence. We aim to
continue, as an organisation, to have our voice heard and to make a difference.
Anne Sgro
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