WHAT’S ON- December-January 2017/18

Best wishes to all members and friends for the festive season.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. We look forward to
campaigning together in 2018
10 November – 10 January

“Peace Not War: Art that takes a
stand”
Australian and international artists stand
up for human rights, addressing peace,
war, violence, homelessness, indigenous
issues, refugees. Artists include: Mirka
Mora, Shaun Tan, Noel Counihan.
Docklands Library, No 11 tram from
Collins St

Wednesday 6 December
10.30 – 12.30

UAW Organising Committee
2nd floor meeting room

Sunday 10 December

Human Rights Day
Commemorates the day on which, in 1948,
the UN General Assembly adopted the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

JANUARY
Wednesday 24 January
12 noon

UAW Pub Lunch
Royal Oak Hotel North Fitzroy
Tram 96 from Bourke St, Stop 18
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WE’VE SEEN TWO LANDMARK MOMENTS IN SOCIAL CHANGE!

December 2017

Cath Morrison

EQUAL MARRIAGE & ASSISTED DYING LEGISLATION IN VICTORIA

The recent ridiculous, expensive and hurtful postal survey on changing the federal
Marriage Act has given an unexpected and wonderful victory to the YES campaigners and
to gay couples. It has dragged Australia into the 21st century to join the 22 countries- and
nearly 1 billion people in the Western world- where gay couples can legally marry their
same sex partner and become their legal next-of kin. There is now an expectation that
Parliament will pass the required legislation before Christmas 2017 as Malcolm Turnbull
has promised to do. Although it seems some of the troglodyte Right in the Liberal Party
are trying every tactic in the book to force a delay, the majority of the people supported
it and it would be a brave Government that does not fight these tactics from the losers in
the debate.
Against all my expectations, the YES vote achieved a majority, certainly not
overwhelming but a majority nonetheless. I do not go as far as David Marr who said that
Australia “has shown on commitment to fairness and good sense” (Guardian 15/11/17) not while we allow the refugees on Manus and Nauru to be treated so illegally and
cruelly can we claim to be a fair country- but has shown that opinion polls generally do
not lie and that in this country public opinion is often well ahead of Government.
Governments often lack leadership and courage on these social issues and politicians
often seem to be more guided by religious leaders who are also out of step with modern
Australian social mores. This time at least people were not deterred from their belief that
the time has come for equal marriage rights to join the list of discriminatory laws against
LGBTQI people which have been removed by Government in recent years.
Gay relationships were only decriminalised in Tasmania as late as 1997! Until 2009 when
Federal legislation removed most discrimination and gave gay couples similar rights to
heterosexual defacto couples, a gay person’s super could not pass to their lifelong
partner under the laws as they then stood. The Rudd government removed most
discrimination of this kind. Now marriage equality will provide legal acceptance of gay
relationships which in the past have needed considerable documentation to prove in
hospitals etc. It is expected that rates of gay adolescent suicides will be dramatically
reduced by this legislation (as happened in the US after 2015) amid greater acceptance
by the broader community of the gay minority.
The trans and gender-dIverse community has yet to see the removal of institutional
discrimination. For instance, in Victoria, the right to legally change gender is reserved
only for people who have undergone gender reassignment surgery costing up to $50,000
(Merinda Brown, The Age, 24/11,2017). Gender variance is still classed as a psychiatric
disturbance- let us remember that it was only in 1987 that being gay was fully removed
as a mental disorder from the DSM.
The YES vote shows us that minorities can mobilise successfully against the face of
bigotry and hate. The legislation will bring great joy and irrefutable legal status to the
many gay couples who choose to marry, but more than that, the YES vote demonstrates
that most Australian were able to ignore the extreme arguments and ignorant rubbish
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about gay people peddled by the “No” campaign and voted for equal human rights for all
gay people.
Contd.p3
The result of the same-sex marriage survey is not surprising to people familiar with the
survey data on Australian attitudes: support for marriage equality ....and rising support
for a whole range of socially progressive issues, including access to abortion,
decriminalisation of marijuana, and support for women in business. Governments cannot
fall back on the old arguments that Australian voters crave conservativism (The
Conversation, 16/11/2017).
Governments and political parties should take heed and be a little braver, as the Andrews
Government has been in Victoria. In any case, failure by Turnbull to implement the survey
result by passing the ‘Smith Bill’ without homophobic amendments will increase the already
low levels of trust in Government in Australia. Turnbull will never be forgiven by the many
who participated, albeit reluctantly, in his ‘survey’ and who voted to change Australia for
gay people forever.
ASSISTED DYING LEGISLATION

Government can ‘catch up’ to social change and this is has recently proved to be the case in
Victoria under the Andrews Government in a remarkable legislative initiative which I did not
think I would see in my lifetime. As a long-time supporter of voluntary euthanasia, I am
overjoyed to think that this Bill has been passed, albeit with significant amendments, and
will take effect in 2019.
However good the best palliative care may be, there are situations where pain or existential
suffering cannot be effectively relieved. The ability to choose death at one’s own timing
when faced with a painful and terminal illness is the greatest palliative against anxiety and
depression for many Victorians. Opinion poll after poll has shown that this outcome was
wanted by 80% of Victorians. Doctors have had to make difficult decisions in the past when
asked by their patients to “take the pain away” and high doses of opioids have been long
been used even where death was a likely outcome but not the intended outcome which is
what the law demanded. Many doctors were not prepared to take even this slight risk or
were opposed on religious grounds so their patients had to suffer until the end.
Now the terminally ill patient can make this decision within 6 months of their likely death
and ask for their inevitable end to be hastened. Many will choose not to take this route, that
is their right, and the legislation has so many safeguards that it may well exclude patients
who need or want to use the assisted dying route. The six month limitation imposed by the
Upper House has been criticised by some sections of the medical profession as unduly
limiting access due to frequent medical ambiguity regarding prognosis. Although too limited
in scope, we now have legal assisted dying in Victoria. It will be a brave Government which
chooses to repeal this legislation, although I note that Tony Abbott has called upon his State
Liberal colleagues to do so if they win the election late in 2018. Greens leader Richard di
Natale has been calling for the adoption of this legislation by other States; as a former
medical practitioner he is well aware of the uncertain nature of one’s final end and the
helplessness of his profession sometimes to relieve intractable pain and suffering. The
Greens will introduce a Federal Bill to this effect next year.
I hope the legislation will be replicated across by all other States in Australia if it is not
passed federally.
ANOTHER MILESTONE FOR WOMEN (as a footnote):
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IF Labor gets 47 seats in Qld , Annastacia Palaszczuk will become the first woman in
Australian history to be elected for a second term as Premier! (Sunday Age, 26/11)

WE REVOLT AT DAWN

by Carmen Green

On Thursday 9th November, hundreds of women converged on the Athenaeum Theatre
in Collins Street to hear well known British feminist Beatrix Campbell speak at a sold out
event organised by the Victorian Women’s Trust and the Search Foundation. Bea is a
writer, feminist, playwright, broadcaster and social commentator. Many of you will have
listened to her on Philip Adams’ ABC radio programme. She has been awarded an OBE
for services to equality.
Bea was introduced by both Mary Crooks and Carmel Shute. Bea was described by Mary
as the UK’s version of Gloria Steinem and Carmel said that “she challenges us, charms us
and also makes us laugh.”
Bea said that for years women have remained silent after being sexually abused.
Recently, however we have seen the dawn of the day when women have decided to call
men to account for their sexually abusive actions -#MeToo Campaign. So this is a really
revolutionary moment. Many men are also appalled by this abuse of women so this is an
historical opportunity for men to take the side of women.
Historically there have been two great themes of feminist thought and action –demand
for equal pay and elimination of violence against women.
Yet recently we have also witnessed the convergence of neo-liberalism and neopatriarchy –two systems of male domination. There has also been a proliferation of war
–advanced often by neo-liberal states. These wars are very different to the first &
second world wars –in those wars the casualties were 80% soldiers and 20% civilians. In
recent wars the casualties are 80% civilians (mainly women and children) and 20%
soldiers. Bea believes that we are living in an era where violence has proliferated.
Women have been on an historical march towards equality but since the rise of neoliberalism in the 1990’s progress has been slow. The gender gap in pay between men
and women is changing very slowly. Still when women have children the gap in wages
solidifies. There is an unequal distribution of paid and unpaid labour. In neo-liberalism
patriarchy, men’s progress in looking after children is unbelievably small.
Bea has recently finished a book called “End of Equality” that discusses the issues
canvassed in her talk. (For lists of Bea’s other books see: www.beatrixcampbell.co.uk)
After four decades as an observer of society, she still speaks of the long sought-after
goal of gender equality but believes that both observation and evidence tell us that this
progress has stopped.
Capitalism rules the world and the consequences are alarming. So now she calls for a
revolution –the details of this are outlined in her book which also shows how neoliberalism has impacted on equal pay, war, the web and welfare states.
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Anne Sgro

Jane Gilmour is a freelance journalist who established the #FixedIt hashtag in 2013 in
response to reporting of violence against women in the mainstream press and how the media
has represented/ misrepresented that violence. She gave this year’s F Word Address at the
Wheeler Centre in Melbourne. She stated that journalists are one of the least valued
professions in Australia, just above politicians and priests. She also said that crime reporting is
a male-dominated, toxic environment. Women in Media (part of the Media and Entertainment
Alliance) have stated that 48% of women journalists have experienced intimidation and sexual
harassment as part of their job. It is in this environment, then, that she “fixes” headlines i.e.
she wields a red ‘pen’, crosses out and re-writes, saying how it really is. She referred to the
murder of Tracey Connolly in St Kilda – all headlines, throughout the country, described her as
her job (prostitute) not as a person. This was not just print media, but also television and
radio news reports. In cases of violence against women, Jane analyses the headlines – no
perpetrators – no-one reports “John raped Mary”. They hide men’s violence against women
which she regards as overwhelming – 90% of violent crime is committed by men. Yet men are
not born to be violent – they are taught it.
She made the connection between violence and representations of women as seen on
billboards viewed, for example, during the tram ride between St Kilda (where she lives) and
the city; there were seventy, all sexualized visions of young women. She then showed images
of the women that we don’t see in advertising – indigenous, old, disabled, real; they reminded
me of the great images painted by my artist friend Eve Glenn in the 80s in Collingwood and
transferred onto a tram last year. Also in her power point presentation, she showed a Daily
Mail photograph of two female political leaders in Britain –Nicola Sturgeon, Scotland’s First
Minister and the Prime Minister, Theresa May. The headlines reduced them to legs. She
referenced Anne Summers’ “Damned Whores and God’s Police”, stating that there are three
categories in the way women are represented: good, bad, invisible.
She made the point that newspaper news used to be largely a one-way communication but
that now people read on-line so get onto social media and respond immediately: “You can do
it on your phone at the tramstop”. She and others, notice headlines about women. Most
people now read on-line rather than hard copy. Broad-based cultural change in reporting is
needed and it will take time, although she feels that a lot has already changed in her lifetime.
Old white men are in charge. She said that” The Age is the only media outlet where a director
is a woman”. Power structures are in the hands of rich white men (think Murdoch press) so
very few groups get redress which is why structures such as #blacklivesmatter and the equal
marriage campaign are set up. In response to an audience question, she said that she views
press reports from English-speaking countries only, so does not know how the media
represents women in other countries. She also pointed out that attacks on women journalists
are not about the article they write, but about them as people. Yassmin Abdel-Magied was
abused for her post about Anzac Day (quickly removed) that “Lest We Forget Manus Island
refugees and others facing war and danger. Quite a reasonable comment, I thought. Yet
demands were made for her sacking and she was hounded out of the country – but she is
black and Muslim as well as being an outspoken, feminist journalist. Where were the
proponents of free speech then?
Jane Gilmour runs #FixedIt as an unpaid job, and says there are days when she just can’t do it
– scan the headlines and “fix” them. But she urged women to take action, saying “You don’t
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have to be an annoying feminist”. She didn’t start off as one, but experience and thinking
made her so.

PINE GAP ‘ PEACE PILGRIMS’

Anne Sgro

On behalf of the UAW I recently signed an Open Letter to Attorney General George Brandis
regarding clemency for the Pine Gap Peace Pilgrims. It was published in the Saturday Paper, 11
November.
The Pine Gap spy base has been in operation for just over 50 years. It is a key part of the US
military network, enabling drone attacks on countries like Afghanistan and Yemen –
responsible for the deaths of thousands of civilians and it locks us in to US actions. Greens
Senator Andrew Bartlett recently quoted Professor Richard Tranter: ”Pine Gap literally
hardwires us into the activities of the American military…So whether or not the Australian
Government thinks that an attack on North Korea is either justified, or a wise and sensible
move, we will be part of that…We’ll be culpable in terms of the consequences.”
The Open Letter says, in part:
We seek your urgent intervention to protect the right to freedom of speech, expression,
political communication and of religion for six Australian citizens who face up to seven years in
jail for a peaceful protest in which they were praying and playing musical instruments.
In September 2016, several hundred Australians of diverse ages, professions and creeds
gathered in Alice Springs to mark the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Pine Gap
Agreement.
As part of the peaceful protests near the facility, five Christians prayed and played a musical
lament, regarding the role of Pine Gap in war – fighting in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen, and
Syria. They were arrested.
The peaceful and symbolic ceremonies …were intended to bear witness to the death and
suffering of civilians as a result of United States military operations, including drone
assassinations, facilitated by surveillance conducted at Pine Gap.
Since their peaceful protests, more evidence has emerged detailing the role of Pine Gap in the
activities that concerned the Peace Pilgrims. It implicates Australia in extrajudicial drone
assassinations in countries with which we are not at war, in nuclear weapons targeting and in
illegal mass surveillance.
There has been little, if anything, in the print media about the trial, but one defendant has
been found guilty at time of writing. George Brandis, the upholder of free speech, has chosen
to prosecute these peace protestors under a 1952 Defence (Special Undertakings) Act that
was made during the Cold War to secure areas for British Nuclear Testing. He is seeking
significant jail time for them. His government obviously doesn’t want Australians to know
what is going on at Pine Gap. It is dangerous!
The UAW has written to both the Attorney General George Brandis and his Shadow, Mark
Dreyfus.
MANUS ISLAND

How much worse can it get for the men on Manus? What are the implications for asylum
seekers both there and on Nauru? Wendy Squires summed up the situation in Saturday’s Age
(25.11.17): The UNHCR has described Manus as a “damning indictment of policy meant to
avoid Australia’s international obligations”. It is an international disgrace, a cruel and
criminal act which has to stop – NOW – before we all have more blood on our hands here in
the so-called Lucky Country, the country these men thought would be their sanctuary and
savior but ended up being their merciless enslaver. The situation is unconscionable and
becoming increasingly untenable. Hit the phones!
Cut out or copy these phone numbers, and use them.

-6-

Union of Australian Women (Vic) Newsletter
Peter Dutton
(02) 6277 7860

Malcolm Turnbull
(02) 6277 7700

December 2017

Bill Shorten
(02) 6277 4022

UAW UPDATE
MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS.
Thanks to those who have promptly renewed UAW membership. We need and value your
support. And particular thanks to members who have made donations. We did not publish a
list of names for the AGM, but have decided to acknowledge your generosity each quarter.
This list takes us from September 1 to print time.
Mary Rimington
Desleigh Kent
Rose Stone
Val Macarow
Yvonne Adami
Nancye Smith
Barbara Hall
Pauline Middleton
Evelyn Meindertsma

Audrey Winther
Anne Sgro
Vera Hunt
Pauline Pickford
Linette Hawkins
Yvonne Smith
Frances Scholtz
Ila Marks

We also love receiving your comments.
The UAW Newsletter is the best I know.
I never write and congratulate you, however, I feel much better informed after reading your
terrific articles. I just don’t know how you do it really.
Well, that’s all, just keep going with the great work (and fun too, I know that).
Best Wishes, Annette Madden
And from Ros Byass: So many thanks as always for grounded sanity enhancing newsletter.

NCWV DECORATION FOR GOVERNMENT HOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE
The National Council of Women of Victoria, to which the UAW is affiliated, accepted the
invitation to supply a decoration for the Government House Christmas Tree that reflected the
organisation. It is a “gorgeous” 10cm X 10cm folded paper “Safe House” in a card frame
complete with a black bow and this explanation.
I am the safe house.
I represent a compassionate wish of the National Council of Women of Victoria.
I need to multiply quickly to meet the demand for safe shelter for women and children.
A submission is before Parliament at present, asking for the implementation of more housing
just like me.
National Council of Women of Victoria will strive to make safe housing for all a reality.
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UAW BOOK GROUP 2018
by Carmen Green
For over 10 years an enthusiastic group of UAW book lovers has been meeting regularly in
Ross house. Next year we plan to meet every second month on the following dates from 1pm
to 3 pm in the UAW Office on the second floor:
Tuesday13thFebruary
Tuesday10thApril
Tuesday12thJune
Tuesday14thAugust
Tuesday 9th October
Our book for February is “Hidden Figures –the untold story of the black women
mathematicians who helped win the space race.”” by Margot Lee Shetterley –you can borrow
it from your local public library.
Over the years, we’ve read some fabulous books & had some great discussions. We are always
on the lookout for new members so if you think you’d like to join a book group with members
who have shared values but many different opinions come into Ross House and check us out.
You can also join us for lunch beforehand at 12 noon in the Japanese café directly opposite
Ross House.
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