
 
 

           

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
        

        WHAT’S ON –NOVEMBER 2016 

 

Saturday 5 November  Close the Camps Rally 
1.00pm    Bring the Refugees Here 

State Library, cnr Swanston and LaTrobe Sts. 
 

Wednesday 9 November  UAW Organising Committee  
10.30 – 12.30   2nd floor meeting room Ross House 
 
Thursday 10 November  UAW Book Group 
10.30 – 12.30   2nd floor meeting room Ross House 
 
By 12 November Post a birthday card with a message to 

Minister for Immigration, Peter Dutton.  
See article Page 3 

 
Wednesday 16 November Archibald Prize exhibition 
 Ballarat Art Gallery $15/$13 
 Meet Southern Cross waiting room for 10.17 

train (arrives 11.44). Return 15.52 (arrives 
17.13). Gallery 250 metres from station. 

 

Tuesday 22 November UAW AGM 
10.30 – 12.30 4th floor meeting room Ross House 
 247 Flinders Lane 
 CONSUMER DIRECTED AGE CARE 
 Speaker from COTA 
An  Agenda is included with this Newsletter 

 
25 & 26 November   Victorian Women’s Trust’ Breakthrough’ 
     ‘The future is gender equality’ 

2 days, 3 venues. Share a ticket with friends. 
 www.vwt.org.au/breakthrough-2016/ 
 
DECEMBER 

Saturday 3 December UAW Southern Branch Brunch for Peace 
 
Saturday 10 December Grandmothers’ City Walk for Asylum Seeker 

Children 

http://www.vwt.org.au/breakthrough-2016/
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PROFESSOR SIR MICHAEL MARMOT:  THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF OUR HEALTH & 
WELL-BEING.     by Carmen Green 
 
The 2016 ABC radio Boyer Lecture Series was titled “Fair Australia: Social Justice & the Health 
Gap” and was given by Professor Marmot, President of the World Medical Association, Director of 
the Institute of Health Equity and a leader researcher on health inequality Issues. Marmot is an 
Australian who lives in London. His thought provoking lectures explored the many challenges 
faced by communities in reducing health inequality. The lectures were as follows: 
 
Social Justice and health: making a difference. In this lecture he gives examples from around the 
world of community & government actions that have made a difference to health inequalities. He 
stresses the need for societies to create conditions where all individuals –not just the well to do- 
are able to take control over their lives.  
 
Living and working: unemployment is bad for health but insecure/low paid work can damage 
health too when it doesn’t provide a way out of poverty.  
 
Give every child the best start: We make it harder for poorer children to have a good life as 
poverty limits children’s intellectual and psychological development. What happens to children in 
their early years is crucial to their future development. The quality of parenting is influenced by 
the circumstances in which it takes place. The better the parent’s education and the wealthier 
they are, the better the quality of the parenting for their children. Social transfers are used in 
some countries to reduce disadvantage and this lessens the impact of poverty on children. In 
Australia we use taxes to reduce poverty to a far greater extent than in the USA but many other 
counties have a fairer system than us. We rate behind 15 other counties on poverty and have 
significant pockets of deprivation –e.g. the majority of our indigenous people still experience 
considerable disadvantage. 
 
Health inequality: There are large inequalities in health within societies and between countries. 
Marmot has proven that fair societies equal healthy lives and that at the centre of good health is 
personal empowerment –how much control you think that you have over your life. In the 
Whitehall Study, Marmot examined the lives and deaths of 17,530 British Civil Servants and found 
that those on the lowest rate of pay- who had the least control over how they spent their days- 
were much more likely to die in any given year than those at the top. His explanation for this is 
those at the bottom of the pay scale experience greater stress. 
Isn’t health a matter of personal responsibility? No drinking or smoking, lots of exercise and 
maintaining a healthy weight? Marmot calls this blaming the poor for their misfortunes. He says 
that we should go into a deprived community and reconsider these attitudes. Poor people have so 
many disadvantages- unemployment, housing difficulties and insecurity to name just a few. 
Changing unhealthy behaviours is low down their list of priorities. Problems such as physical and 
sexual abuse, mental illness, domestic violence and criminality are more frequent in poorer 
communities. These conditions are linked to poorer health outcomes and to neglect of children. 
By sentencing children to a poor start in life, we affect them for the rest of their lives in terms of 
jobs, financial security and health.  
 
Professor Marmot said that his key insight is that health is not simply a matter of lifestyle, or 
access to healthcare but is instead related to the inequality of economic and social conditions that 
affect us all. He goes on to say that inequalities in health in Australia are not confined to 
inequalities between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians. Australians in the middle of the 
social hierarchy will have fewer years of healthy life than those at the top, and those at the 
bottom will have worse health than those in the middle. “There is a life expectancy gap of 14 years 
between indigenous and non-indigenous men and women.   (contd. On page 8) 



Union of Australian Women (Vic)           Newsletter                November 2016 

 

 

 
 

- 3 - 
 

 

RIDING ON THE WOMEN’S TRAM     Anne Sgro 

 

My back fence neighbor is Eve Glenn. She is an artist. Back in 1986 she and fellow artist 
Megan Evans  painted a mural on a huge wall in Smith St, Clifton Hill. It was painted in 
response to the huge billboards that were appearing in the early 80s depicting the 
naked/near naked bodies of women as a selling point for various items. The artists decided 
that it would be good to have images of real women who lived in that area. It was an artist 
initiative by two women who lived in Northcote at the time. Eve says that she had had her 
eye on that wall for a long time – it is huge and seemed ideal for the purpose. It was owned 
by Gas and Fuel, and the two years struggle to make the mural happen is a story for another 
time. But it is a tribute to the tenacity, skills and commitment of the two women and their 
ability to garner support from a broad group of people and organisations. 
Fast forward to early this year. A fellow called NOST, infamous for destroying murals and the 
work of others, covered two thirds of the mural in white paint and wrote his name over it. 
The City of Yarra was inundated with irate calls, feminist graffiti also appeared in response to 
NOST.  The wall had not been maintained but it would cost millions to repaint what will 
become a development site. 
 
Talks between the City of Yarra, various Ministries and the Melbourne Festival (which has a 
decorated trams section) resulted in parts of the mural being digitally transferred from 
photos of the original onto a tram on the 86 route. I was on its first outing. 
 It is fabulous! Images of local women cover the vehicle. I loved an elderly pair of hands 
pouring tea from a well-used teapot; the Indigenous women and their children; women from 
all backgrounds and  ages going about their lives. We passed the original mural, or what is 
left of it, and it is possible to see a faded version of what would have been a marvelous 
tribute to ordinary women’s lives. Some of that is now on Tram 86, which goes down Bourke 
St, through Collingwood to Bundoora. Keep your eye out for it, as it will be in service for the 
next six months.  
 
It is a wonderful piece of women’s history, an acknowledgement of their lives, and a tribute 
to the skill and determination of the two women who created it. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR DUTTON, FROM GRANDMOTHERS AND FRIENDS 
 
It is Immigration Minister Peter Dutton’s birthday on the 18th of November. Melbourne 
electorate group of Grandmothers Against Detention of Refugee Children has come up with 
the beaut idea of flooding his office with birthday cards with the polite message that, while 
he enjoys himself and can celebrate, many children on Nauru have had many birthdays 
where there is nothing to celebrate, and with no hope for the future. 

 Address: Hon Peter Dutton. Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600 

 Include a reminder that we have not forgotten, nor should we, the children on 
Nauru. 

 Sign, and include the fact that you are a Grandmother Against Detention of Refugee 
Children, or friend. 

 Post the card just before 13 November to allow for snail mail delivery time. 
Buy a $1 card, slap on a 70 cent or $1 stamp – and there is a message! Let’s flood Parliament 
House. Or, for an extra $2, send another card to his electoral office: 
3/199 Gympie Rd Strathpine, Qld, 4500 or PO Box 2012 Strathpine, Qld 4500. 
A follow up call: 07 32059977 might also be helpful in getting the message across loud and 
clear 
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UAW SOUTHERN BRANCH REPORT OCTOBER 2016   by Mairi Neil 
 

On Saturday, October 15, ten Southern Branch members met at Mordialloc Neighbourhood House 

and it was like a blast from the past. Our speaker, Romina Beitseen, Secretary of CICD (Campaign 

for International Co-operation and Disarmament) talked about Pine Gap - you know that United 

States ‘spy’ base many of us protested about in the 70s? 

Romina  had just returned from Alice Springs where she attended the Independent Peaceful 

Australia Network (IPAN) Conference and National Peace and Anti-War Gathering, September 26 - 

October 2, 2016.  

IPAN was formed in 2011 in response to a deal done between the Gillard Government and Obama 

Administration to base a ‘permanent rotation’ of US marines and aircraft in Darwin. 

There are over 30 affiliates to IPAN, including CICD. The conference in Alice Springs was held on 

the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of Pine Gap and as well as local participants, including 

many indigenous people there were knowledgeable and respected regional speakers on the 

topics: 

US Bases in Pine Gap, Darwin & Asia-Pacific - A Security threat to Australia? Including: War with 

China?; Mass Surveillance: Nuclear & Drone Warfare. 

Most of us present knew of Pine Gap but like many places set up by intelligence organisations 

information is difficult to access and governments and military make sure stories don’t make the 

media. Romina explained the history of Pine Gap and began by honouring the work of her 

predecessor in CICD, Pauline Mitchell, who raised the alarm. 

The Joint Defence Space Facility at Pine Gap, 20 km from Alice Springs is one of the largest and 

most important US satellite ground stations in the world. Established under PM Menzies as  a 

defence policy link with the US under an agreement signed on 9 September 1966, it sits on 

Aboriginal land but the Arrente were never consulted. 

Every branch of the US military, plus the National Reconnaissance Office, National Security Agency 

(NASA) and the CIA are stationed at Pine Gap employing over 800 US and Australian personnel. It 

has grown in size and function since the 60s.  

It plays a crucial role in the collection of a very wide range of signals intelligence, providing early 

warning ballistic missile launches, targeting of nuclear weapons, providing battlefield 

intelligence data for the US armed forces operating in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, contributing 

data for US drone attacks to target. 

The official story is that Pine Gap was established during the Cold war and was part of the US 

nuclear war fighting strategy but the end of the Cold war did not see a downgrade of this facility. 

Instead the US intensified the use of the base and added even more functions to contribute to 

their war machine and these bases assist the US Government to prosecute wars against countries 

in our region and beyond. New functions are to do in part with the American early warning 

system, and a ‘drone assassination’ component. 

Australians are ‘very closely involved’ with these operations. Thousands of civilians have been 

killed by US drone attacks. In Pakistan, investigations revealed drone strikes killed, maimed, and 

traumatised hundreds of civilians. International human rights law clearly violated. 

Professor Tanter, one of the speakers at the conference, listed ten reasons for closing Pine Gap 

with its involvement in American drone attacks number one. The other reasons: 

• the base facilitates an American first strike 

• it makes possible a second nuclear strike 
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• it’s a priority Russian and (possibly to a lesser extent) Chinese nuclear target 

• it’s crucial for Japanese and American missile defence with very destabilising consequences 

• it’s deeply involved in actual battlefield operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and elsewhere 

• it has a new hugely consequential role in American space warfare 

• it’s a key part of a global surveillance network operated by the US 

• Australian Defence Force uses the base and the Australian foreign policy is to go along with the 

US, which limits our independence 

Professor Tanter argues that we may seem ‘hardwired’ but it is possible to disentangle from this 

essentially American base because if America goes to war with China, we will be part of it. And 

beyond self-centred Australian interest, we need to consider the human interest of the 198 

countries who have no say in the discussion of whether there is a nuclear war between America 

and Russia or America and China! 

Another speaker, Senator Scott Ludlum called for an investigation and possible prosecution of 

politicians who led Australia into the Iraq War. He described the Australian PM’s office as one ‘of 

jointly operated outposts of the US Government’ and said, ‘Australia submitted to participating in 

an illegal invasion and occupation that has torn apart and paved the way for the emergence of 

Islamic State.’ 

Senator Ludlum continued, ‘Hundreds of thousands of people died on that decision. The region is 

in meltdown and even the impending assault on Islamic State strongholds, everybody seems to 

agree, is likely to dramatically increase the risk of terrorism worldwide.’ 

While bases, including Pine Gap exist, ‘it’s impossible to have an independent foreign or defence 

policy,’ Senator Ludlum said, ‘it’s simply not feasible.’ Pine Gap could be a nuclear target - 

increasingly plausible given the escalating role in US military action globally. If this eventuated, 

Alice Springs would be destroyed - the fears of people since the 70s! 

 Over the coming decade, Australia plans to spend $3-4 billion on unarmed ISR (intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance) drones, and $1-2 billion on armed ISR drones. These are figures 

from the 2016 Defence White Paper and Integrated investment program released in February. 

RAAF pilots are embedded with the US Airforce operating from the Nevada Desert flying drones 

over Syria. From 2010-2014, the Australian defence Force flew unarmed heron drones over 

Afghanistan as part of the Australian contribution to US led ‘counter-terrorism operations’. 

Heron drones are manufactured by the Israeli Airforce Corporation, entirely owned by the Israeli 

Government, which uses drones in Gaza against civilians and sells them as ‘combat proven.’ 

Australia rented these drones from the Israeli Government on an hourly basis for the whole four 

year period, to the tune of $370 million. 

Romina and others of IPAN say 50 years is too long - Pine Gap military base has contributed to 

making Australia less secure by incorporating us into its war activities. It is time to close Pine Gap.  

Six reasons for doing so: 

Aboriginal Land; drones; surveillance/spying; star wars; sovereignty and independence; a 

dangerous alliance. 

After Romina’s sobering presentation there was a lengthy discussion especially about drone 

warfare and what is being done in our name. Reflecting on our education system, it is sad we 

study war after war and yet no priority for studying peace, and teaching children how you can 

achieve peace, how to go about it, the value of peace, and the skills needed to implement and 

maintain it. 
 

( For reasons of space, this is an abridged version of Mairi’s report, which is available on request). 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 
During 2016 the UAW has continued to lobby and speak out for women, peace, social justice and 
democratic rights. We are celebrating our 66th year of activism in 2016. 
We have continued to speak out about asylum seekers, particularly those who are incarcerated on 
Manus and Nauru, urging an end to offshore processing, and a commitment to humanity and 
decency, particularly as both major parties continue the mantra of supposedly saving lives at sea. 
We have campaigned, often with others, for the freeing of children and their families, and a 
recognition of the reality of 60 million displaced people worldwide. We are concerned at the 
increasing inequality in our society, and the social implications of government attacks on those least 
able to carry the financial burden. We continue to be concerned with violence against women, 
gender inequity, housing and homelessness, and Indigenous wellbeing and recognition.  
Letter writing/lobbying/campaigning: 

 We have continued to campaign on all the issues above. 

 We have supported on-line petitions for a number of causes, particularly campaigns 
promoted or endorsed by GetUp and we have been active in highlighting many other issues 
of social justice such as the draconian cuts proposed for Newstart and other benefits. 

 We have applauded several actions by the State Government – compassion for refugees; 
support for end-of-life choices and assisted dying. 

Coffee with a Focus meetings:  

 Ged Kearney, President ACTU: The Role of Unions into the Future  
AGM 17 November 2015 

 Fiona Patten, MLC, Leader Australian Sex Party: The Power of a Voice in Parliament   IWD 
22 March 2016  

 Lesley Vick, President, Dying with Dignity Victoria: End of Life Choices 
 21 September 2016 

Membership  
Member numbers have remained steady – 165. Many thanks to Cath Morrison for her work in 
maintaining the membership database and accurate membership records.  
We have been saddened by the deaths of members Betty Landray, Gwen Goedecke, Shirley Taylor 
and Grace Wright.  
Congratulations to Sheila Byard who received an OAM for Services to Women in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List. 
Donations: 
Grateful thanks to members who make donations, large and small.  Your generous support is always 
welcome, is greatly appreciated, and helps us keep membership fees low. MinuteMan Press prints 
our Newsletter each month without charge which is of great benefit to our organisation. 
Branches:  
Southern Branch meets regularly: 

 Brunch for Peace with speaker Cr Rosemary West. Saturday 5 December 2015 

 Cr Stefanie Perri, Mayor of Monash. 23 April 2016-10-10 Film  

 Pink Ribbons, Inc: Breast Cancer and the Politics of Philanthropy. 220 August 2016 

 Romina Beitsen, on Pine Gap. 15 October 2016 
 

The Branch regularly writes letters to state and federal politicians, and many members are active in 
their local community. Mairi Neil was honoured as Kingston Citizen of the Year and delivered the 
keynote speech at Kingston Council’s IWD celebration, where she in turn paid tribute to Mary 
Rimmington and to the achievements of earlier members of the UAW in the area. There is an 
obvious feeling of companionship and sisterhood at the meetings.   Many thanks to Amy Duncan 
and  Mairi Neil for their organisation and commitment. 
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Darebin Group continues to meet informally. 
 
Newsletter and Website 
The Newsletter is a main focus of our contact with members, and we are justly proud of it. Articles 
have covered a range of topics and there have been considered opinion pieces and contributions 
from a number of our members.  Thanks to the writers; to Cath Morrison who also does the 
formatting and emails the Newsletter out to nearly 90 members: to the print Newsletter mail-out 
team organised by Fran Mackieson with the regular participation of Jenny Stewart and Sarah 
McQuarrie; and to Troy and Michael of MinuteMan Press who continue to print the Newsletter at 
no cost to the UAW. 
Cath Morrison is also responsible for the UAW website (uaw.org.au) and updates it each month. The 
website receives around 250 unique visitors a month. The Newsletter is also accessible to members 
through the website homepage. 
 
Archives: Thanks to Carol Stals for her mammoth task of organising ten years worth of UAW 
documents for our archives at Victoria University, St Albans campus. 
The Book Group is going well and is enjoyed by members.  
UAW-Seniors’ Network continues to meet quarterly under the leadership and organisation of Mary 
Owen. 
Pub Lunches have been well attended – they give us a great opportunity to get together, discuss 
issues of concern and enjoy our friendships. 
Outings. We have organised visits to the Bendigo and Ballarat Art Galleries, and to the Geelong 
Gallery and new Library. 

 
Affiliation and Co-operation:  
The UAW continues to have representation on, work with and support other groups: Equality Rights 
Alliance – Carmen Green; National Council of Women Victoria – Carmen Green and Jenny Stewart;  
Victorian Women’s Trust; Women’s Health Victoria; WCTU; League of Women Voters; Emily’s List; 
International Alliance of Women, the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre.  Cath Morrison is a member 
of the Steering Committee of the Victorian Women’s HERitage Centre  

 
Organising Committee and Conclusion: 
 

We have continued to concentrate on the activities that we do well – the newsletter, letter-
writing/lobbying and Coffees with a Focus. We will continue to share tasks, and we welcome 
participation from UAW members in whatever capacity.  Many thanks to all members of the 
Organising Committee.  
 
Members of the Organising Committee for 2016 were: 
Anne Sgro (President) 
Amy Duncan (Vice-President) 
Cath Morrison (Secretary) 
Patrizia Archivio (Treasurer) 
Carmen Green 
Fran Mackieson 
Jenny Stewart 
 
Thanks to all who contribute to the success of our functions and activities.  We shall continue, as 
an organisation, to have our voice heard and to make a difference.  
 
 

 



Union of Australian Women (Vic)           Newsletter                November 2016 

 

 

 
 

- 8 - 
 

 
Contd. From page 2   Sir Michael Marmot: Boyer Lectures 2016 
 
But in Australia’s general population, as elsewhere, the more years of education, or the higher the 
income the better the health.” Marmot has proved that it’s not just our genes that influence how 
long we will live. We have to look at the social determinants of health –the conditions in which 
people are born, grow, live, work and age as well as inequities in power, money and resources. 
 
Marmot gives many examples, from around the world, of actions that make a difference to health 
inequalities. He is optimistic that both government action and action by communities can create 
the conditions for individuals to take control over their lives. His aim is a more equal society that 
enables social flourishing of all its members. 
 
To download the 2016 Boyer lecture series see: 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/sir-michael-marmot-on-2016-boyer-
lectures/7800924 
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